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Prayer Requests

For the families and friends attending
our Renewed Hope group as they
learn how to love those caught up in
homosexuality while not compromis-
ing their values.

For those attending the next In His
Image growth group; that they would
alow God to do the work He desires

in each of their hearts.

For continued opportunities to share
the truth about God' s redemptive
power to change lives and restore

broken relationships.

For those attending our Broken Y oke
drop-in support group; that they
would receive the encouragement
and truth they need as they journey
into wholeness.

: Red change from homo- “Changeisthe byproduct of a
- sexudity should not be seen asa chosen direction and chosen
- god or as something one sets out activities.”

- toaccomplish. Changeisthe

- byproduct of achosen direction

The Change Process

Certain things need to happen in a person’slife that can open them up

to true change. There are three thingsinvolved here:
- 1. Repentance

Repentance is't just about stopping externa behavior. True repen-

- tanceisturning away from deeper Sins, issues of our hearts. Things such as

- envy, sdf-protection, saf-pity, self-centeredness, idolatry, bitterness, etc. The
. process of sanctification for al Christiansis one of discovering our sins and

. repenting of them — discovery often being the most difficult part.

We aso need to understand that true repentance brings about a Godly

- sorrow over how we've hurt others and God. It is about being truly grieved
- over our heart's condition rather than simple remorse or disappointment with
- oursdves.

+ 2. Healing

Things need to happen that just won't come from trying harder, or

gaining ingght, or whatever effort is put forth. Thereis too much wounding.
- Supernatura healing will take place; some sudden and dramatic, some quiet
- and gradudl.

Hedling is redly forgiveness — both receiving forgiveness for our sin

. and giving forgiveness where we have been deeply wounded. Thisforgiveness
- at the heart level dlows us to change our reactions to the past and its effect on
- usin the present.

- 3. Growing up

Because of the threat to sexudity, most homaosexuds have bailed out

of certain parts of the growing up process. There are no miracleshere, it'sa
- matter of resuming the growth that
. never took place.

and chosen activities. Choosing to be changed is Smilar to choosing to be
©happy. A person does not merely choose to be happy—he will love others,
: be aresponsble person—and as aresult of these activities will be happy.

The direction that needs to be chosen is not unique to the problem of

homaosexudlity, but one that is common to dl Chrigtians pursuing holiness.

Continued on page 2




Coming Events

February 25 - 27 Eastern
Wisconan Intervarsity
Chrigtian FellowshipWinter
Conference - Sex and the
Chrigtian - a Whitewater,
Wisconsin.
|

February 26 “Just for Dads -
Developing a Hedthy Sexudity
inKids’ - at Christ The Rock
Community Church, Menasha,
Wisconsin

April 19 we will beginning a
new session of In His Image.
Depending on enrollment.
Application is required.

July 19 - 23 30th Annual
Exodus Conference -
Asheville, NC (For more info,
visit www.exodus2005.0rg).
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Removing anything that prevents one from knowing and loving God is the
godl that should be set. Basic Chrigtian disciplines (understanding ourselves
in the light of God' s truth, knowing God, lovingly relaing to others, and
underglanding spiritud warfare) are essentid to the restoration process. The
only red differences are the applications of these chosen directions. The
basc gpproach is ill ample (but not smplistic)—those who diligently seek
Him will find Him.

The understanding of sdf inthelight of God' struth is a process that
doesn't end thisside of glory. To understand ourselves requires us to see
that we are both image-bearers
and depraved, rebellious snners.
For the person struggling with
homaosexudlty, it isimportant to

“Whileit isimportant to have
awillingnesstolivemorally,

move beyond the outward .
behaviors and see the behaviors 't IStO_O easy to keep lth?focus
as symptomatic of the deeper Just on externals.

problem of a self-centered
commitment to meke their life
work without God.

Whileit isimportant to have awilling-
nessto live mordly, it istoo easy to keep the
focus just on externas. An important distinc-
tion aso needs to be made, which isthe
difference between temptation and Sin. A grest
ded of condemnation comes when the person
sruggling with atractionsto the same sex is
faced with temptation. This needsto be dedlt
with a two levels

Thefirgt level occurs when faced with
temptation. We mudt redize that the tempta:
tionisnot initsdf an. Many timesthe guilt of
even sruggling with homosaxudity and lust will
drive a person away from God and into the sin. It isimportant &t that point
to enter the redlity that we are justified as well asforgiven. To renew one's
mind that God doesn't just remove punishment, but transfers it to Jesus
diffuses the power of guilt and withdrawd; it takes the focus off sdlf and puts
it on Jesus.

Rather than putting our energy towards fighting the temptation, we
need to release those urges to sin unto Jesus. It was as He hung on the cross
that Jesus became our sin and took on God' s judgement.

The second leve isto defraud the temptation by redlizing that the
temptation was appeding because of alegitimate unmet longing. Just likea
glass of water is very appeding when we are thirsty after along run, soisa
temptation appeaing when our souls are thirsty for relationship with God.

Continued on page 3



More Wisconsin
Ministries

Broken Yoke Ministries, Inc.
P.O.. Box 361

Waukesha, WI 53187-0361
262-896-0841
Bob@brokenyoke.org
www.brokenyoke.org

Offers support group, wives support
group and a support group in
Madison.

Redeemed Ministries
920-980-3313
Offers a support group for women.

The Change Process
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Not giving way to temptation, then, gives the opportunity not only to
embrace the longings within our soul, but dso an opportunity to step out in
faith and trust in God' s goodness.

And so a push-pull dynamic needs to take place as sdf is placed
under the scrutiny of God'slight. The push isaway from sn asit is exposed
as rebellious, self-centered and inexcusable and as such becomes repulsive.
The pull istowards God as Hisloveis reveaed through Jesus and the
incredible grace and commitment He brings.

Knowing God is again something that will never be complete this
side of glory. To know God is more than to know about Him through
prayer, Bible study, meditation, and worship. While these disciplines are
important, they do not stand done. There is aneed for repentance from the
conviction that God is not that good. Thereisaneed to step out in faith that
what is learned from those disciplines about God' s character istrue and that
Heistrusworthy.

Lovingly rdating to othersis a growth process aswell. In homo-
sexudity, thereis not only a problem with dedling with the opposite sex but
aso with the same sex. Isolation
and withdrawd are some of the
more powerful commitments to
sdf-protection for those strug-
gling with homosexudity. Re-
pentance from these commit-
ments usualy starts with hedthy
same-sex relationships. It
requires that the person sees
both the function of isolaion and
that God is trusworthy in spite
of former rgection and pain.

Asthe person maturesin
relating to others of the same
sex, a certain boredom sets in
and they come dive to the God-given desires for relating to others of the
opposite sex. Itisherethat their sexud identity is embraced and they move
toward other-centered relating.

Understanding spiritual warfare is another agpect in which to grow.
Ephesians 6:12 says our struggle is againg the powers of this dark world.
Corinthians 10:4, 5 says that the wegpons that we fight with are not the
wegpons of thisworld. It goes on further to say that we demolish argu-
ments and everything that setsitsdlf up againgt the knowledge of God. The
battleground is the mind and we need to tear down the strongholds and
every argument that setsitsdf up againg God. We do this by the renewing
of themind (Romans 12:2).

The person struggling with homosexudity should seethat thereisa
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Reclamation Resour ce
Center
offers a variety of services

including pastoral counsdling,

origina tapes and brochures,
speaking engagements, as well

as:

Renewed Hope An open drop-
in group for families and friends

of those involved in a gay or
leshian lifestyle.

Broken Yoke An open drop-in
group for those with homosexual
attractions who are curious
about and/or pursuing change.

In HisImage A closed group
for individuas committed to

pursuing change from unwanted
homosexua attractions. (Appli-
cation required).

Reflecting the Truth in Love
Our annud seminar on the issues
of sexual brokenness, homo-
sexudity, change and compas-
sion.

Reclamation News A quarterly
newsl etter.

The Change Process
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persona enemy of hissoul -- Satan. Satan isaliar and two of his greatest
ploys are to minimize the avfulness of our sin and to accuse God to us. He
uses the strongholds we have in our mind. Two of these are our foolish
beliefs of where to find life and images we have of oursalves, of others and of
God.

All of these dements require the work of the Holy Spirit in conjunc-
- tion with ayielded heart seeking God. The Holy Spirit, however, doesn't
: work inavacuum. Changeisinthe
context of the Spirit of God, the people
of God, and the Word of God. One
", avenuethat is espedialy conducive to
%, hdping those who struggle with homo-
| sexudity is a support/accountability
group. A group provides accountability,
mutua support, communicetion, and a

safe environment.

: So true change should be seen as a person finds wholeness only

+ found in dependence in Chrigt. That dependence is focused on trusting in

. God's goodnessin the absence of any evidence other than His Word. Itisa
dependence that is focused in obedience in the midst of confuson. Asthe

. person shifts from degp commitments of saif protection and judtified Sn heis

- freed to enjoy his sexudity in other-centered rlaing.
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